The translator observes that one 
by ferocity and frequency, and whose returns were looked for with almost as much regularity as that of the seasons. When we read of a pestilence which swept away one quarter of the population of the old world, in the short space of four years, we read of that which reason tells, or seems to tell, us will not again occur, unless the Almighty inflict it as a special evidence of his wrath, or the circumstances of the world lapse back into the foul and unwholesome condition of the middle ages. We confess, then, that we do not entertain the alarm which some experience or affect to shew at the prospect of coming or of future plagues. Restore London to the condition in which it was antecedently to the great fire, or to the condition in which Europe was at the time of the black death, and then, indeed, we will join them in their bodings, and participate in their anxiety. But, until that is done, we must persist in thinking of approaching plagues and approaching dangers as we thought of the approaching cholera, that if they do visit this happy isle, they will come shorn of their most terrific features, and wither before the influence of cleanliness, comfort, a wholesome diet, and a salubrious atmosphere.
Many of our readers may be curious to learn what the black death of the fourteenth century was.
The fictitious horrors of Defoe melt into nothingness when compared with its realities, and the reader of the narrative of its destructive progress, feels compelled to suspect that much exaggeration must be mixed with the details. We shall endeavour to give a short but connected account of this fearful scourge. Not pursuing the order which Dr. Hecker and his translator have adopted, we shall first describe its origin and progress. In the West the eruption of the disease was marked by an ardent fever, accompanied by an evacuation of blood, which proved fatal in the first three days. Buboes and inflammatory boils did not at first come out at all, but the disease, in the form of carbuncular affection of the lungs, destroyed before the other symptoms were developed. In Avignon it is said that even the vicinity of those who had fallen ill of plague was certain death, and, as a natural and usual consequence of contagion or a belief in it, parents abandoned their infected children, and all the ties of kindred were dissolved.
Such is the demoralization of pestilence. After We are of opinion, that the constellations, with the aid of Nature, strive, by virtue of their divine might, to protect and heal the human race ; and to this end, in union with the rays of the sun, acting through the power of fire, endeavour to break through the mist. Accordingly, within the next ten days, and until the l/th of the ensuing month of July, this mist will be converted into a stinking deleterious rain, whereby the air will be much purified. Now 
